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T H E F U T URE O F T RAV EL
We share our thoughts on the ever-changing tourism
landscape and what the future holds.

From Honeymooning to
Midlife-Mooners: The Many
Moons of Asia

There's more than one way to celebrate life's
seminal moments

Hidden Hutongs &
Secret Sois

Discovering Asia’s mysteries one step at a time

Experiencing Asia’s World
Heritage in High Definition
Through the eyes of a local expert

THE FUTURE
OF TRAVEL

LET'S MEET UP

We'll be attending several trade shows over the
coming months and we'd love to have a chat.
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Travel Week: Sao Paulo
3rd - 6th May 2016
TTM+: Chiang Mai
8th - 10 June 2016

IN THIS ISSUE…

PURE: Marrakech
12th - 15th Sept 2016

As an industry leader, we’re always looking to what the future holds,
and planning for that now. Taking a glimpse into our crystal ball, we look
at the implications of the always-shifting travel landscape, and offer our
thoughts on what we think is in store for the travel sector in the future.
Asia is blessed to have an awesome array of World Heritage Sites,
and we take a peek at some of the stand-out experiences through the
eyes of expert guides who really bring them to life.
We also look at the various ‘moons’ that are now en-vogue; from the
traditional honeymoon, to the more recent midlife-moon or even a buddy
moon!
We also put our best foot forward with a look at immersive walking tours
which explore those out-of-the-way locations that only locals know
about. We hope you enjoy!
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Our teams have been hard at work on some
exciting improvements to our instant, online
booking platform EXO connect. It’s the perfect
place for making less complex travel bookings
in just a few clicks. With EXOconnect you can
book transport, hotels and day trips in real time
and with instant confirmations, 24 hours a day.
No email exchange, no waiting for a manual
response, just instant bookings in real time simple. If you’re interested to try EXOconnect,
just email exoconnect@exotravel.com and
we’ll hook you up.
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3 - 4 THE FUTURE OF TRAVEL

We share our thoughts on the ever-changing tourism landscape and what the future holds.


7 - 9 FROM HONEYMOONING TO MIDLIFE- MOONERS:
T H E MANY MOONS OF AS IA
From the traditional to the alternative; there’s more than one way
to celebrate one of life’s memorable moments.

11 - 13 HIDDEN HUTONGS & SECRET SOIS

Walking tours allow time to digest the sensory overload of a new place and
what better way to make sense of it all than with the help of a local expert guide. 

EXO THAILAND BECOMES THIRD DESTINATION
TO GAIN TRAVELIFE CERTIFICATION

15 - 16 LET'S GO RETRO

EXO Travel’s Thailand team are thrilled to have successfully been awarded the
Travelife Certification, which is the culmination of months of hard work and
dedication.
The Travelife Certification recognises the efforts towards corporate, social, cultural
and environmental responsibility. The accolade is in recognition for EXO Travel’s
operations within Thailand, and adds to previously achieved certifications for work
in Vietnam and Cambodia.
The achievement was driven by the efforts of the EXO Foundation, and the hard
work of the Sustainability Coordinators in each of the respective destinations.
EXO Travel Thailand’s Sustainability Coordinator, Nia Klatte was thrilled with the
news; “The Travelife certification is a wonderful achievement for us. It has been a
very exciting process so far and it’s an excellent motivator for us to keep
developing and improving in the future. We hope to set a positive example for
others to follow on our journey to more sustainable tourism.”
www.exotravel.com/trade

Exploring an eclectic mix of day experiences; from vintage bikes to tattoo temples.

19 - 22 EXPERIENCING ASIA’S WORLD HERITAGE IN HIGH DEFINITION
Asia is home to some incredible world heritage sites and
there’s no better way to bring the history to life than with a local historian.

WEBINAR SERIES
03rd May /
24th May /
31st May /
12th July /
26th July /

Indonesia
Vietnam
Thailand
Malaysia
Japan

27 - 28 TAKE 5 WITH EXO JAPAN'S KYM RAMOS

We get to the heart of Japan with our very own Kym Ramos
who shares her favorite Japanese hotspots and why she loves the place she calls home.
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customer experience greatly, but it is the
sights, sounds and cultural interaction at
a personal level that drives the customer’s
curiosity.
While keeping up to date with current
travel trends and imagining future ones
is a necessary part of the remit for any
travel company, equally important is the
work carried out on the ground to ensure
that their experiences are kept as vital as
possible.

THE FUTURE
OF TRAVEL

For EXO, it is as much about unearthing
new and unique experiences in every
destinations as it is key to staying ahead of
the digital curve.
“We approach product development from
the air (macro) and on the ground (micro).
From above we imagine future trends,
identify market demands, and strategize
with our partners to ensure that we
continue to be product pioneers, but on
the ground is where the real work begins
and this all starts with our product
managers,” explains Richard Ludwig,
Director of Product for EXO Travel.

Farmers harvesting rice,
Bali, Indonesia

“They are the ones working the streets,
discovering that hidden hutong promising mouth
watering treats like a spit-grilled leg of lamb and
a chilled bottle of Tsingtao beer. They are on the
tracks riding endless kilometres of rails to find that
perfect stretch. They are training guides to deliver
excellence on the ground. They are EXO’s
trailblazers.”
All of the Product Managers at EXO Travel are
based in the countries for which they are
responsible. This familiarity engenders a range of
enormous benefits. By living and breathing a
country on a daily basis and striking up
relationships with local communities and
suppliers, they can better conceptualise unique
and creative new experiences.
There has undoubtedly been a shift towards
travellers seeking authentic experiences in recent
times and that is expected to continue. Having
real insiders living and breathing everyday life
means that product offerings are imbued with
both in-depth knowledge and passion.
Whether it is riding a local e-tan tractor through
spectacular rice paddies on the way to pick
freshly ripened fruits from the nearby orchard,
or learning the history behind Jamu and Becak
while exploring the less chartered backroads in
remote areas of Bali and Java by bike, travellers
are seeking immersive adventures to unveil the
very essence of destinations.
The immersive theme is also apparent in expert
guided journeys around sites of huge natural or
historic significance. Destinations such as these
abound in Asia, encompassing big-hitting
attractions such as Halong Bay in Vietnam, The
Great Wall in China and the temples at Angkor in
Cambodia.
The huge popularity of these world renowned
sights, along with others of their kind in the region
provide a different set of challenges too.

For all its epic history, Asia tends to be a hugely forward thinking region. There’s a famous
Chinese saying that translates as “a good horse does not eat the grass behind it”.
Nobody can predict the future with unerring
accuracy – despite the claims of Asia’s legion of
fortune tellers – but it’s a safe bet that sweeping
changes will continue to alter the tourism
landscape in the region as infrastructure and
technological advancements, coupled with
consumers ever increasing appetite for excellent
service and an understanding of their personal
needs will continue unabated.
How these will manifest in reality is as yet unclear,
but the pace of change is so fast that standing
still in today’s travel sphere is effectively going in
reverse.
EXO, like other industry leading players from
across the travel spectrum are not resting on their
laurels and are looking to the future now.
Leading flight comparison search engine
Skyscanner, cites technological advances, shifts
in political and economic power and changes in
culture and climate as likely major drivers in how
the travel industry will develop within the next 10
years.
“Trends and technology of 2024 and beyond will
make the travel experience intuitive and easy.
Rather than pushing data to us, our social media
www.exotravel.com/trade

The more the world is explored, the more worn
the path. Therefore, it becomes extremely
important to provide exclusive experiences, which
cannot be found elsewhere.

networks will use our data trails to anticipate our
needs, travel plans and hospitality desires. They
will be able to determine everything from the
hotel room we will like to the kind of drinks we
would like to find in our mini-bar.”

While almost everyone who visits Angkor watches
the sun rise over Angkor Wat, not everyone thinks
to explore the lesser-known wonders of the
complex by bike following a champagne breakfast
away from the crowds.

In its report entitled ‘Future Travel Tribes 2030’,
travel technology firm Amadeus expands on the
theme of the travel industry becoming a truly
customer-experience driven sector. It concludes
that travel providers who are able to appreciate
the behavioural motivations of travellers and
merchandise according to these motivations at
each stage of the traveller journey will be in a
stronger position than those that don’t.

By the same reasoning, trekking along more
remote sections of the Great Wall, along the way
delving into local Chinese culture, offers a far
different takeaway than arriving on a coach and
snapping a bunch of images before leaving again.
It is vital that travel companies remain ready to
adapt to the technological advancements that are
disrupting industries the world over, but it would
be fatal to forget that these technologies should
be harnessed to enable greater, more engaging,
immersive experiences rather than attempt to
replace what it means to travel.

This sentiment is echoed by EXO as we have
always prided ourselves on being pioneering in
what we do, from being the first foreign
company to be granted a tourism operating
license in Vietnam, to being the largest DMC in
Asia to be awarded the Travelife Certification for
sustainability in three destinations.

With the world undergoing huge upheaval on
what seems to be a daily basis, people are
uncertain of the present – let alone the future.
The only thing we can say with any certainty is
that the future is now and it’s not going to wait for
any of us.

While understanding the tectonic shifts that are
happening at a macro level, it is absolutely
fundamental to never forget that travel is a
sensory experience and that infrastructure and
technological advances will no doubt elevate the
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Ha Noi Sales Office

Level 9, 70-72 Ba Trieu, Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi, Vietnam
Tel: +84 4 3933 0318 | Fax: +84 4 3933 0319

Ho Chi Minh City Head Office

Level 10, 157 Pasteur Street, District 3, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Tel: +84 8 6290 9720 | Fax: +84 8 6290 9710
sales@emeraude-cruises.com | www.emeraude-cruises.com

Hoi An Trails Resort & Spa

Hoi An Trails Resort & Spa is a unique holiday destination, where everything is taken care of down to the smallest detail. The
resort offers guests a combination of local cultural and enviromental treasures that makes it a special place in which to stay.
The resort is just five minutes from Hoi An, a picturesque port town dating back to the 15th century.
276 Cua Dai Rd., Hoi An City, Quang Nam Province, Vietnam
T: +(84) 510 3923 999 - F: +(84) 510 3923 888 - resa@hoiantrailsresort.com.vn - www.hoiantrailsresort.com.vn

Add: 08 Hung Vuong Str, Hue City, Vietnam
Tel: (84.54).3882222 - Fax: (84.54).3882244
Email: info@imperial-hotel.com.vn
www.imperial-hotel.com.vn

www.exotravel.com/trade
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F R OM HON EYM OO N I N G
TO M I D L I F E-M OON E R S :
THE MANY MOONS OF ASIA
A blissful reward after months
– or even years – of planning a
wedding, honeymoons are
almost as integral to the
successful start of a marriage
as the big day itself.

Japanese onsen

Few would argue that there is no
better way to round off the exciting
but often energy sapping process of
sending out invitations, organising a
venue and fretting about the
behaviour of thirsty relations at the
reception, than unwinding in a
destination far from home and
reflecting on the glorious day.
Whether it is feeling warm, soft sand
between your toes while running into
a turquoise ocean with your loved
one, or brushing up on Zen Buddhism
at a peaceful temple in Japan, Asia is
liberally stocked with places and
experiences worthy of crowning any
major life event.
Indeed it is not just honeymoons at
which the continent excels. These
days there are a range of “moons”,
all of which celebrate the defining
changes in life. These include “minimoons” – short breaks for newly
weds that offer maximum experience for minimal time away – and
“babymoons”, which can either be a
romantic break prior to the birth of
a child or a period of family bonding
post the new arrival. Other “moons”
include “buddymoons”, where the
bride and groom take their friends
along for a trip to share their special
time, and “midlife moons”, which are
generally designed to reignite
curiosity for nature and the great
www.exotravel.com/trade

Idyllic beach honeymoon,
Thailand

outdoors and commemorate a special
life experience, whether it be a
anniversary or retirement.
Just as there are several “moons”,
there’s a host of contrasting
experiences available in Asia that
cater for every requirement – no
matter how diverse. Whether it is the
classic honeymoon combination of
sun, sand and sea and luxurious
accommodation which have been
longterm specialities of destinations
such as Thailand and Bali, or more
epic choices such as trekking the
Great Wall of China or exploring the
temples of Angkor in Cambodia, the
region is generously stocked with
exceptional options.
“The nature of a honeymoon has
evolved over the years,” says Richard
Ludwig of EXO Travel. “Before it was
commonly the case that a couple

would use their honeymoon to
unwind. That meant that the most
popular options were luxury beach
breaks in countries like Thailand.
While these remain hugely and
justifiably popular, we are finding that
newlyweds are getting increasingly
imaginative with their choices; one
ofa kind experiences that will help
define what is a special time in their
lives."
“With all these different kinds of
“moons” coming into play, it means
that we can get really creative when
designing our journeys. From
discovering Balinese art to learning
how to make sushi in Tokyo, Asia
offers experiences that are
guaranteed to linger in the memory
long after the trip is over.”
An illustration of how “moons” can
take on many different forms can be
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found in Japan. The Land
of the Rising Sun is not
known as a beach
destination, but the
country’s cultural and
culinary riches – along
with its famous onsen
(hot springs) and ryokan
(Japanesestyle inns) – are
well capable of keeping
hearts aflutter. A
honeymoon in Japan can
involve worldclass
accommodation in luxury
hotels and ryokans,
sumptuous dinners that
explore the awe-inspiring
range of Japanese
specialties and vivid
experiences that include
visits to Tokyo’s famous
Tsukiji morning fish market
and the serene temples
that characterise Kyoto, the
nation’s cultural capital.
Thailand has long been
considered the ‘go to’
destination for
honeymooners and that
remains the case. The
Kingdom’s seductive blend
of spicy and sensuous
cuisine, deep spirituality
and some of the most
stunning land and
www.exotravel.com/trade

seascapes in the world
continue to make
it a favourite. Indeed, it is
impossible to argue against
a formula that
encompasses everything
from intimate exclusive
beach dining to dreamy
mountain sanctuaries.
Throw in a wide selection
of luxury hideaways and
you have a recipe for the
ultimate classic
honeymoon.
Other “moon” options in
the region are plentiful.
What do we mean by
‘other moons’ though?

Bali is particularly adept at
engendering mindfulness
through its art, fascinating
Hindu culture and stunning
scenery. Equally inspiring
is the state of Sabah in
Malaysia where
midlifemooners can
convene with nature
through brushes with
orangutans, hornbills,
elephants and bears.
From close encounters of
the wildlife kind to
welcome respite from
everyday stress, Asia is a
source of energy around
which many “moons”
revolve.

Generally more ‘high
spirited’ than a traditional
honeymoon, a perfect
“buddymoon” calls for a
memorable adventure. And
exploits don’t come much
more vivid and epic than
embarking on a sixday hike
along intact sections of the
Great Wall of China.
Contrastingly, a “midlife
moon” tends to be more
about slowing things down
a little and reflecting on the
wonders that surround us.
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INDONESIA:
MIDLIFE-MOON IN BALI
(12 Days / 11 Nights)

Trek into Ubud’s wild
with a specialist guide
learning to identify
plants and using their
natural ingredients.
Learn about the next
phase of your life from
an Indonesian
astrologer.

step back in time to a bygone era

Take a thrilling white
water rafting adventure
on the Ayung River.

MGALLERY,

A COLLECTION OF MEMORABLE HOTELS:

5 Le Loi, Hue City, Viet Nam
Tel: +84 54 3837 475
Email: resa@la-residence-hue.com
www. la-residence-hue.com
www.mgallery.com

EUROPE - AFRICA - MIDDLE EAST - CARIBBEAN - ASIA PACIFIC

Reawaken your spirit
with a nightime trek to
watch the sunrise atop
Mt. Batur.

Discover the city
and beyond

Experience Saigon in an environment inspied by Oriental traditions.
Be at home at a hotel where you have the time and space to enjoy the
things that are most important to you
M O D E R N O R I E N T A L H O S P I T A L I TY

CHINA: TREKKING SIX
DAYS ON THE GREAT
WALL (BUDDYMOON)
(8 Days / 7 Nights)

THAILAND: PERFECT THAI
HONEYMOON
(14 Days / 13 Nights)

Trek with your closest
friends on little visited
portions of the Great
Wall

Ensure a healthy and
wealthy future with a
private blessing from a
monk in Chiang Mai

Reminisce with old
friends over roast duck
in Beijing

Repeat your vows at a
traditional Lanna
wedding ceremony

Explore the UNESCO
Ming Tombs

Relax at a luxury resort
on an idyllic Thai island.

Welcome to New World Saigon Hotel.

Lac Long Quan Street, Cua Dai Beach,
Hoi An City, Quang Nam Province, Vietnam
Tel: (84.510)3.927.927 - Fax: (84.510)3.927.928
Email: info@pgr.com.vn - www.palmgardenresort.com.vn

MALAYSIA: 
CONVENING WITH
NATURE (MIDLIFE-MOON)
(4 Days / 3 Nights)

Get back to your roots
by visiting a close
relative; the orangutan,
in Sepilok.
Raft down the birich
Kinabatangan River.
Greet a new day with
the animals of Borneo
on Kelenanap oxbow
Lake
www.exotravel.com/trade

JAPAN: SILVER
HONEYMOON IN JAPAN
(7 Days / 6 Nights)

Explore the delights of
Sake in Tokyo
Relax together a
Shezenji, a hot spring
resort on the Izu
Peninsula
Dine with a Maiko, an
apprentice Geisha, in
Kyoto
A member of

09

www.exotravel.com/trade

10

of a destination. “The backstreets of Phnom Penh contain
a honeypot of life and culture, and walking through its
beating heart, really gives you a sense of the ‘real’ city and
the way the local residents live.” says Chris Greener,
Product Manager of EXO Travel Cambodia.

HIDDEN HUTONGS
& SECRET SOIS

“Phnom Penh has been my home now for almost 2 years
and really, what an amazing place to live! Taking a walking
tour is an ideal way to really get to see the city;
meandering through its small backstreets, local
neighborhoods, small temples and street art
communities.”
“Our insider tours vary wildly in scope. Some focus on
food, others put the spotlight on architecture, spirituality,
history and vivid local culture. What unites them all is the
care and attention to detail that has gone into ensuring
guests come away from them feeling both excited and
enlightened”. Food is undoubtedly a major highlight of
visiting Asia’s cities.

So delicious is the food
that you’d be forgiven for
thinking that you were
encroaching on a worldfamous pilgrimage site for
visiting gastronomes. The
truth of the matter is that
culinary wonders like the
neighbourhood in question
remain very much a local
concern.
Asia teems with areas like
Bangrak, and while the
profusion of blogs and
online travel tips have made
the more obscure nooks
and crannies of
destinations more
accessible, they remain
largely untapped by
visitors.
In a sense this is
understandable. Asia’s
cities can represent a
confusing collection of
sounds, colours and culture
shock to the uninitiated.
Sprawling metropolises
such as Bangkok, Beijing,
Penang and Ho Chi Minh
City are crammed with
offbeat charms, but
serious investigation of
these requires time, and
commitment – all things
generally beyond the reach
and inclination of the

Deep in the heart of Bangkok’s old town, removed from the
city’s gleaming skyscrapers and luxury malls, is the foodie
paradise of the Bangrak district. In the narrow streets that
extend like spidery arms away from the Chao Phraya River,
vendors tend to woks, grills and weathered metal tureens,
serving up alfresco banquets to hungry diners perched on
utilitarian plastic chairs
Street food in Osaka, Japan
www.exotravel.com/trade
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short term visitor.
While setting off on foot to
explore is undoubtedly the
best way to soak in a
destination’s local sights,
sounds and smells; there
are barriers to accessing
the very essence of a place.
Knowledge is an issue.
Anyone can stick a pin in
a map and wander off into
the great unknown. What
is generally lacking is the
insight and understanding
of a destination to put
what is being observed into
its correct context.
A failsafe way of truly
immersing in a city or
destination is by
undertaking a walking tour
conducted or devised by an
expert.
Nobody knows Asia’s
destinations better than
EXO Travel’s Product
Managers. These on the
ground experts, many of
whom have been resident
in their specialist countries
for several years, have
carefully crafted a selection
of walking tours designed
to offer insider experiences
that get to the very essence

Sustenance seems to be everywhere you look, but like
most things in abundance, it’s all about separating the
delicious from the average. This is the main draw on
foodie walking tours of Bangkok’s historic Bangrak
enclave and the boisterous city of Osaka in Japan.
Flitting from humble food stalls to local restaurants under
the guidance of city food experts, guests get to sample
the authentic flavours of these culinary powerhouses and
sample the delights of the carefully selected eateries that
only many meals and multiple mouthfuls can single out.
The point of immersive walking tours is to open new
windows upon familiar destinations, and that’s certainly
the case in Yogyakarta where a guided investigation of the
hidden corners of the Indonesian city throws up
numerous surprises. Guests will learn more about jamu,
(Indonesian traditional medicine) at a traditional Jamu
factory, pilot a becak (trishaw) to a batik museum, and
snack on local delights such as es rujak, a sweet and sour
fruit salad topped with ice cream and coconut milk.
12

Heritage house in Georgetown,
Penang, Malaysia

Similarly educational, is a stroll around some of the
less charted parts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s buzzing
capital, and a lesson in the architecture of Luang
Prabang, the UNESCO World Heritagelisted former capital
of Laos, from an expert who has lived in the town for over
20 years.
In Beijing, China’s ancient capital, meanwhile, the focus of
an entire series of tours is the city’s hutongs. These narrow
laneways emerged during the Yuan Dynasty in the 13th
Century and have been one of the focal points for local
life in the city ever since. Some of China’s greatest thinkers

and literary figures have emerged from these warren-like
lanes, which have also fostered a wealth of folklore and
colourful traditions. The Hutong Walks series homes in
on these individual strands, providing additional layers of
detail to enliven an already charismatic scene.
It is this capacity to flesh out details that makes a well
conceived walking tour an outstanding addition to any
travel itinerary. With care, passion and insider knowledge
informing their creation, these are experiences that are
pedestrian in the best possible sense of the word.

Authentic craftsman
in Indonesia

THAILAND:
Old Bangkok Street Food Walking Tour
(Half Day)
MYANMAR:
Walking the Blessing Trail (Half Day)
LAOS:
Architecture Insight (Half Day)
CAMBODIA:
Backstreets, Temples and Villages (Half Day)
INDONESIA:
Hidden Corners of Yogyakarta (Half Day)
MALAYSIA:
Penang Heritage Trail (Half Day)
VIETNAM:
Ho Chi Minh City Walking Tour (Half Day)
CHINA:
Hutong Walks Series (Half Day)

www.exotravel.com/trade
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Let's Go Retro

VINTAGE BIKE JOURNEYS, TATTOO TEMPLES AND UNDISCOVERED MARKETS
MAKE THESE FULL DAY AND HALF DAY TOURS A LITTLE BIT SPECIAL...

02

08 / INDONESIA:
Exploring Central Bali by VW
Convertible

02 / MALAYSIA:
Dim Sum and Street Art
(Half Day)
Chinese influence is strong in
Penang and can be witnessed
in everything from its
architecture and its heritage to
its religious sites. It is also a key
driver of the island's fantastic
food culture.

06 / CHINA:
Vintage Bike in Shanghai

This journey delves into the
delicious world of dim sum
(Cantonese dumplings and
light bites) while investigating
the growing street art scene in
the capital Georgetown.

06
05 / CAMBODIA:
Vespa Countryside Life Tour
(Half Day)

03 / LAOS:

The rural landscapes that surround Siem Reap and the temples at Angkor are endlessly
beguiling – and are even more
enchanting when viewed from
the back of a vintage Vespa.

Cycling Tour of Luang Prabang
(Half Day)

01
01 / THAILAND:
Orchids, Tattoos and Temple
Tour (Half Day)
Only an hour or so from
Bangkok, the rural farming
community of Klong
Mahasawad might as well be
another world.
Guests will experience village
life in the Thai countryside, as
well as a boat trip on the canal,
a traditional floating market
and Wat Bang Phra, better
known as the “tattoo temple”
where skilled monks apply
protective sak yant tattoos.

www.exotravel.com/trade

The former royal capital of
Laos is easily navigated by
bike. Despite being surrounded
by beautiful mountains, the
topography of the city is
relatively flat, making it simple
to visit banner sights such as
the National Museum and Wat
Mai, a temple renowned for its
golden bas-relief.
Cycle along the Nam Khan
River to revered Wat Xieng
Thong and finish the adventure
with a delicious local lunch.
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Cruising around the
countryside in the company of
an expert guide, guests will
encounter local markets,
colourful characters and
temples of huge spiritual
significance and will refuel with
some delicious Khmer cuisine.

04
04 / JAPAN:

05

Anime and Manga Otaku Tour
Tokyo (Full Day)
Among Japan's most famous
exports, anime and manga are
beloved by fans worldwide.

An enormous place where
China's breakneck progress
can be measured in the shining
chrome and glass skyscrapers
that hog the skyline, Shanghai
is unashamedly modern.

09
07
07 / MYANMAR:
Trading Jade in Mandalay

Guests can learn more about
this fascinating industry by
visiting local markets to watch
skilled craftsmen cut, polish
and transform the stone into an
item of beauty.

15
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With a VW 181 convertible
providing the ultimate in stylish
transport, guests can kick back
and enjoy the ride.

Nevertheless, there's still a
place for the city's rich, exotic
traditions. To get a handle on
the city, guests can pilot a
vintage bicycle for a truly
diverse and interactive
immersion into the depths of
the local culture.

Precious stones such as jade
are integral to life in Mandalay.
Located near ruby, gold and
jade mines, the city is famous
for its busy gem trade.

The centre of anime culture is
Tokyo's Akihabara area where
otaku (geek) culture reigns
supreme. Here, and in other
parts of the city, guests will
find dozens of shops, outlets
and cafes dedicated to anime,
manga and other collectibles.

Bali’s amazing landscapes and
unique culture shines through
in its central region. Far from
the crowds in the island’s main
tourist enclaves, is an area of
beautiful valleys, awe-inspiring
volcanoes and ancient tombs.

09 / VIETNAM:
Ho Chi Minh City Food Tour by
Vespa (Evening)
Ho Chi Minh City’s nightlife is
as buzzy as its streets. It’s a
mecca for street food lovers,
pavement beer drinkers and
socialites, with its selection of
modern glitzy bars and clubs.
For those wishing to drink in
the culture, feast on the food
and infiltrate the coolest night
spots, the best way to do it is
with a local guide; on the back
of a vintage Vespa.

16

LOSE YOURSELF IN A
COMO DREAM
OVERLOOKING THE ANDAMAN SEA IN PHUKET

Point Yamu by COMO is an elegant, contemporary resort
created by one of the great Milanese design stars, Paola
Navone. From the pool villas you can open up to the
tropical breeze, which kisses Phang Nga Bay’s limestone
karsts and cobalt waters. With pin-sharp service, an island
beach club, and a substantial COMO Shambhala wellness
retreat, you can immerse yourself so deeply you will feel
like you are living in a dream. Then the feast begins – at La
Sirena for Italian cuisine, and Nahmyaa for Thai.

Point Yamu EXO Travel ad RMC Jan 2016 Final Layout*.indd 1
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DISCOVER A HOME
FROM HOME
IN THE HEART OF BANGKOK

At Metropolitan by COMO, Bangkok, we nurture our
guests, to make them feel at home in the heart of the
Thai capital. In one of our Penthouse Suites, flooded
with natural light, you can kick back in comfort, or slip
downstairs to the Met Bar for an elegant late-night Martini.
We look after your wellness needs with yoga, COMO
Shambhala therapies, and life-giving menus. Our Thai
restaurant is overseen by David Thompson – a chef who
has garnered a canopy of Michelin stars.
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EXPERIENCING
ASIA’ S WO R L D H E RI TAG E I N

HIGH DEFINITION
Asia’s collection of world heritage sites is as
substantial as it is unforgettable.
Even without the benefit of expertise,
a traveller could happily witness the dawn
breaking over the torpedo like spires of
Angkor Wat without any prior knowledge
of the rise and fall of the oncemighty
Khmer Empire.

Monk at Bayon Temple,
Siem Reap, Cambodia
www.exotravel.com/trade

19

www.exotravel.com/trade

20

home to Mount Kinabalu, the highest
peak in Southeast Asia. Also World
Heritage listed is the city of Luang
Prabang, the former seat of monarchy
in Laos, and the beautiful Buddhist
temples at Borobodur on the outskirts of Yogyakarta in Indonesia.
Further north, China and Japan offer
historic and natural treasures that
befit their status as two of Asia’s
traditional powerhouses. From the
giant thousand y
 earold trees found
in the forests of Yakushima Island in
southern Japan, to the atmospheric
caves and pilgrimage sites in the
Middle Kingdom, these ancient
civilisations have bequeathed a
wealth of intriguing gems through the
centuries.
And that’s really the point. With so
much rich content there to be
absorbed at each one of these
amazing places, it does seem like
something of a wasted opportunity to
subject these wonders to the status
of boxtickers by merely scratching
the surface of each one.

Equally, there’s no requirement to
know about the geographical
phenomenon that created Halong Bay
in Vietnam or the history at the
pilgrimage site of Emei Mountain in
China to appreciate their jawdropping
grandeur. In our digital age, you could
say this is the equivalent of
experiencing it in ‘Standard
Definition’ (SD) which is fine...
Nevertheless, visitors who wish to
add an additional few layers to their
experiences in Asia realise that it
is one thing to witness spectacular
historic and natural sites, but quite
another to immerse in them while
discovering their fascinating
intricacies. Like watching a film or
sporting event in HD, the picture
becomes sharper, the details clearer
and the experience heightened.
Southeast Asia is currently home to
37 World Heritage Sites. These
include the bucket list ‘must do’s’ of
the temple complexes at Bagan and
Angkor and the limestonekarst
studded seascape of Halong Bay.
Other standout attractions in the
region, meanwhile, include Mulu
and Kinabalu National Parks in the
Malaysian state of Sabah, the latter
www.exotravel.com/trade

Thankfully there are numerous ways a
traveller can experience these
incredible sites when schooled by a
passionate expert. From
photographing Chiang Mai’s chedis
and colourful night markets, to
strapping on a pair of walking boots
and hiking through the spectacular
countryside of Sichuan Province to
get to Emei Mountain, expert
guidance is an immersive and fun way
of really getting to the essence of a
world heritage destination.
“Although it is possible to enjoy Asia’s
world heritage destinations under
your own steam, there’s no doubt
that expert guidance adds additional
layers of richness to these
experiences,” comments Mex
Barrows, EXO’s Product Manager in
Myanmar.
“These sites have long histories and
countless stories to tell. Without
background knowledge they are
impressive but become perhaps,
slightly two-dimensional. With expert
input, there’s more potential for these
incredible places to open up to
visitors and truly reveal their
attributes.”

In Vietnam, a journey from north to
south to discover the country’s
historic and natural wonders takes on
epic proportions as it veers from the
1000 year old capital of Hanoi, to the
southern metropolis Ho Chi Minh City
via natural attractions such as Ninh
Binh and Halong Bay, and heritage
heavyweights like the imperial capital
Hue and the ancient port of Hoi An.

Halong Bay, Vietnam

In Luang Prabang, meanwhile, the
host of the journey will provide
expertise on how to properly execute
the practice of alms giving to monks,
a custom prevalent in the Theravada
Buddhist cultures of Laos, Thailand
and Cambodia, where monks once
wandered freely and relied on the
offerings for food from laypeople in
return for spiritual guidance.
Further south in Sabah, Malaysia, the
World Heritage listed thrills are of the
natural variety. With local guides on
hand to explain the exceptional
ecosystem that exists here, the
wildlife and numerous legends and
stories attached to the Mulu and
Kinabalu national parks, guests can
immerse in nature that is abundant
and – in the case of Mount Kinabalu
and Lang Cave, the largest cave
passage in the world – awe-inspiring.
The wonders of the ancient world are
the focus on other journeys in Asia
too. One of Asia’s most important
archaeological sites, there’s much
more to Bagan than first meets the
eye. With guidance from qualified
archaeologists, guests can learn more
about the intricacies of the famous
temple complex in Burma.
Also notable are the temples,
monasteries and Buddha statues
surrounding the Emei Mountain in
Sichuan, China. With an expert
recounting the secrets of the area,
guests will experience a hiking trip
that goes far beyond the realms of a
regular trek.
For many visitors to Asia, the idea of
too much mental exertion is contrary
to their expectations of enjoyable
travel. When it comes to experiencing
Asia’s world heritage sites, however,
viewing them through the lens of
experts transforms the experience
from standard to high definition.

THAILAND:
Chiang Mai Night Photographic
Expedition (Evening)
MYANMAR:
Archaeology Tour of Bagan (Full Day)
LAOS:
Spiritual Awakening in Luang Prabang
(Half Day)
INDONESIA:
Sunrise at Borobudur (Half Day)
MALAYSIA:
World Heritage Sites of Borneo
(6 Days / 5 Nights)
VIETNAM:
UNESCO World Heritage Vietnam
(14 Days / 13 Nights)
CHINA:
Emei Shan Hiking Circuit
(4 Days / 3 Nights)
JAPAN:
Yakushima Outdoor Adventure
(4 Days / 3 Nights)
ADVENTURE:
Angkor Hike and Bike
(7 Days / 6 Nights)

Although tuition and the imparting
of knowledge is part and parcel of
guided journeys, the experiences to
be found at Asia’s world heritage
destinations are a long way from
being dry, informationheavy affairs.
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Comprises of 122 guest accommodations suitable for all ages, situated in our
special design allows abundant space and privacy to blend harmoniously with
nature. Each guest units are built all around nature abounds in a botanical
garden surrounded with birdsong and filled with wild fruit, herbs and local trees.
Accommodations at Peace Resort are designed as contemporary Thai with
the architecture to relax and refresh your senses both visual and physical
with a soft modern color.

178, Moo 1, Bophut Beach, Koh Samui Suratthani, 84320, Thailand Tel : +66 77 425 357 | Fax : +66 77 425 343 Email : info@peaceresort.com www.peaceresort.com
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NusaBay Menjangan by WHM
A heavenly eco-haven resting in blissful beachside seclusion on the eastern shore of Bali’s
Prapat Agung Peninsula, within the boundaries of the island’s most outstanding and untouched
wilderness – The West Bali National Park.
NusaBay Menjangan caters to travellers seeking an off-the-beaten-track experience.
The Resort is a mere five-minute boat ride from the tiny uninhabited Pulau Menjangan
(Deer Island), one of Bali’s most magnificent diving and snorkelling destinations. Due to its relative
inaccessibility, NusaBay Menjangan offers visitors the chance to see a wild and supremely
beautiful part of Bali.
Reservations:
Telephone: 62-361-484085 | Email: info@wakahotelsandresorts.com | www.wakahotelsandresorts.com

Komaneka at Rasa Sayang is a stylish small hotel in the midst of
central Ubud’s cafes and boutiques, but set off from the street in
luxurious calm. The smart modern architecture is warmed by the
use of wood and recycled timber. The Deluxe rooms have sleek,
first-class interiors with generous living space and broad balconies
facing urban gardens. The restaurant is an open-air dining pavilion
with Balinese and Mediterranean cuisine. A sheltered infinity pool
overlooks a quiet river valley.

KOMANEKA
at Rasa Sayang

Jalan Monkey Forest, Ubud,
Gianyar 80571, Bali, Indonesia
Tel. +62 361 975491 Fax. +62 361 971955
www.komaneka.com

Stretched along the breathtaking landscape with majestic view of
Indian Ocean’s tranquil water and georgeous white sandy beach.
Sadara Boutique Beach Resort featured all 80 renewed guetrooms and suites
that combined contemporary design and Balinese Unique artistry,
bring you the world-class hospitality in a sophisticated design enriched with
Balinese cultural Heritage element to give the remarkable holiday experience in
Tanjung Benoa, Nusa Dua - Bali

Sadara Boutique Beach Resort
www.sadararesortbali.com | reservation@sadararesortbali.com | +62 361 772 010
Pratama street, Tanjung Benoa Po Box.24-Nusa DUa Bali

puri sunia resort

a

u b u d b a l i
p e a c e f u l l y

h o m e

Surrounded by the natural of environment such as beautiful rice paddies, water,
coconut trees, Balinese traditional village of Abangan and Kokokan Village, a home of
thousand white herons. It's located only 10 minutes from Ubud Centre. Puri Sunia is
derived from Balinese word 'Puri' and 'Sunia'. Puri mean 'a house of King' and Sunia
mean 'quiet or peaceful'. Offering 28 rooms in Balinese architecture with 1 Nandini
Family Private Pool Villa, 3 Sunia Private Pool Villas, 8 Nandini Suite Rooms and 16
Sunia Deluxe Rooms. Enhancing the peacefully in Yoga Centre, relax and rejuvenate
yourself at Aura Spa, enjoy sunny side at 2 Main Pool and taste delicious food and
beverage at Abangan Restaurant.
Puri Sunia Resort ... where magic happens and all experiences are enchanted.
Jl. Tirta Tawar, Br. Abangan Ubud Bali 80571
T. +62 361 9000508, F. +62 361 9000509
reservation@purisuniaresort.com | www.purisuniaresort.com
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TAKE 5 KYM RAMOS

The fascinating thing about Japan is the
steadfast existence of its traditions and
customs, despite the undeniable modernity
and eccentricity of the country.

With EXO Japan's

WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE
LOCATION IN JAPAN THAT YOU
HAVE VISITED AND WHY?
It has to be the Izu peninsula about
100km southwest of Tokyo. I took a
trip down there during the last week
of December 2015, and winter had
already crept in. I was very
impressed with what I saw when I
visited the Jogasaki Coast in Ito, the
Nanadaru Waterfalls in Kawazu and
the hot spring resort in Shuzenji. I will
definitely visit again, especially in
spring for the blooming of the cherry
blossoms.
WHAT ARE THE CULINARY
SPECIALITIES OF JAPAN AND
WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE DISH?
TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR
ROLE WITH EXO TRAVEL JAPAN?
I’m the Assistant Product Manager to
Pietro Moschetti, Product Manager of
EXO Japan, which entails managing
products and inbound support. My
favourite part of the job is creating
new products, looking for new
experiences and suppliers, liaising
with agents (mainly Latin America
and Spanish markets), and training
the Inbound Department on
destinations and new services.
WHAT MAKES JAPAN SUCH A
UNIQUE DESTINATION TO VISIT?

Sushi, tempura and handmade soba
are the top three dishes that I
believe are difficult to master, so I’m
considering these as Japan's culinary
specialties. As for my favourite, it’s
always the calorie-packed yet yummy
crispy ebi (shrimp) tempura.
IF YOU HAD ONLY THREE DAYS IN
JAPAN, WHAT ARE YOUR MUSTSEE
HIGHLIGHTS?

Kym Ramos, EXO Japan

1) it has an international airport
2) traveling from town to town is
cheaper because of the local trains
and 3) I know I will get to experience
something special in any season.
I would base myself in Osaka because
of the easy access to various railways
and to my must see highlights
Arashiyama and Gion in Kyoto,
Ijinkan houses in Kobe and Suma
beach in Sannomiya, followed by
Okunoin and Hall of Lamps in
Koyasan. After returning from my
daytrips I’d head to Dotonbori district
in Osaka as there’s always something
to do, even if it’s late in the evening.
IS THERE ANYWHERE THAT YOU
HAVEN’T BEEN YET IN JAPAN THAT
INSPIRES YOU TO VISIT?
Of course! I really want to do some
nature hiking in Kamikochi in the
summer. I want to see the iconic
image of Kamikochi River set against
the Japanese Alps for myself. I also
want to experience staying in a
minshuku (family operated, Japanese
style bed and breakfast) and
hopefully see some wild macaque
monkeys, boars, and bears among
other wildlife!

I think I would dedicate every hour to
the Kansai region because;

The art of sushi

Coming from Southeast Asia myself,
I can testify that Japan is a whole lot
different from the other EXO
destinations – from the unparalleled
customer service to the unbelievable
precision in almost everything,
whether it’s the train schedules or
slicing a tuna.
Another fascinating thing about
Japan is the steadfast existence of its
traditions and customs despite the
undeniable modernity and
eccentricity of the country. Take
Harajuku, for example. On one corner
you will find an ancient, huge, serene
temple; on the other, a bustling street
filled with highend shops and
dazzling billboards.

Geisha, Kyoto, Japan
www.exotravel.com/trade
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Set on a large garden estate, Amantaka is housed
in graceful French colonial buildings in the UNESCO
protected town of Luang Prabang in Laos.
RESERVATIONS
(856) 71 860 333 | amantaka@amanresorts.com
Aman offers 30 resorts in 20 countries.
aman.com

W E LCOM E
to

ANGSANA MAISON
SOUVANNAPHOUM
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EXO TRAVEL GROUP
EXO TRAVEL VIETNAM
Level 7-9, Nam Giao
Building 1, 261-263
Phan Xich Long Street
Phu Nhuan District,
Ho Chi Minh City,
VIETNAM
Tel: +84 (0) 8 3995 9898
Fax: +84 (0) 8 3995 9184/5
Email: vietnam@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL THAILAND
22nd Floor, Smooth Life Tower
44 North Sathorn Road, Silom
Bangrak, Bangkok 10500
THAILAND
Tel: +66 (0) 2 633 9060
Fax: +66 (0) 2 633 9070
Email: thailand@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL CAMBODIA
6th Floor, SSN Center No.66
Norodom Boulevard
Phnom Penh, CAMBODIA
Tel: +855 (0) 23 218 948
Fax: +855 (0) 23 426 585
Email: cambodia@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL LAOS
15 Kaysone Road,
Ban Phon Sa Ad
Saysettha District, PO Box 4666
Vientiane, LAO PDR
Tel: +856 (0) 21 454 640 - 3
Fax: +856 (0) 21 454 639
Email: laos@exotravel.com

EXO TRAVEL MYANMAR
No.147 Shwegonedaing Street
West Shwegonedaing Ward
Bahan Township, Yangon,
MYANMAR
Tel: + 95 (0) 1 860 4933 - 40
860 3271, 558215
Fax: + 95 (0) 1 860 4932
Email: myanmar@exotravel.com

EXO TRAVEL MALAYSIA
10-2 Block B, Plaza Kingfisher
Lorong Plaza Kingfisher 2
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah
MALAYSIA 88450
Tel: +60 (0) 8838 3090
Fax: +60 (0) 8838 6090
Email: malaysia@exotravel.com

EXO TRAVEL INDONESIA
Jl Bypass Ngurah Rai No. 157
Sanur, Denapsar, Bali,
INDONESIA
Tel: +62 (0) 361 288 821
Fax: +62 (0) 361 287 073
Email: indonesia@exotravel.com

EXO SALES

EXO TRAVEL JAPAN
2F Akasaka Kikyo Building
3-11-15 Akasaka, Minato –Ku
Tokyo 107-0052, JAPAN
Tel: +81 (0) 3 6230 3031
Fax: +81 (0) 3 6441 2725
Email: japan@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL CHINA
2501 Room, B building,
U-Space No. 8
Guangqumenwei Dajie
Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100022, CHINA
Tel: +86 (10) 5124 0854
Fax: +86 (10) 5861 4818
E-mail: china@exotravel.com

EXO TRAVEL FRANCE
9, Rue du 4 Septembre
75002 Paris, FRANCE
Tel: +33 (0) 1 49 49 03 60
Email: france@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL UK
The Piano Club,
The Piano House
9 Brighton Terrace, Brixton
London, SW9 8DJ, UK
Tel: +44 (0) 20 3637 0440
Email: ukireland@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL GERMANY
Westendstr 21, 60325
Frankfurt am Main, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0) 69 78 997 997
E-mail: germany@exotravel.com

EXO TRAVEL SPAIN
Passatge de l'Hort dels
Velluters 5 Barcelona,
08003, SPAIN
Tel: +34 626 967 212
E-mail: espana@exotravel.com
EXO TRAVEL AUSTRALASIA
PO Box 1010, Brighton Road
Melbourne, VIC 3184,
AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 (0) 413 942 192
E-mail: australia@exotravel.com
EXO LATIN AMERICA
Barão de Ipanema 56, 5th floor
Copacabana - 22050 - 030
Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL
Tel: +55 (0) 21 3208-9000
E-mail: exosa@exotravel.com

